Special Program Celebrating Religious Freedom Shaping up for September 18 near Orange. 
VASSAR Chaplain Reverend Canon Henry Minich and Past VASSAR President Jim Bayne have teamed up and are planning a program focusing on religious freedom and two men who were instrumental in having that freedom included in the Bill of Rights. 

The program will be held September 18 at the Leland-Madison Park on Constitution Highway (Rt. 20), about eight miles north of Orange. 

The park is named for Elder John Leland, a Baptist minister who preached in Culpeper and James Madison, the fourth President of the United States and “Father of the American Constitution”. 

The two men met near where the park is located in 1788 to discuss including religious freedom in the Virginia Constitution. After its adoption, Madison worked tirelessly to include religious freedom in the Bill of Rights which was adopted in 1792. 

The special program is tentatively scheduled to begin at noon with a “bring your own picnic” followed by an appearance by James Madison and Elder Leland or his representative.

(Above by Bob Bowen, President of VASSAR)

Please note that since James Madison was President during the War of 1812 it behooves the 1812 Society to lay a wreath during this ceremony.

See the planned program for the event below.
